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THE SECOND WORLD WAR. 1 


Until two weeks ago most of the war news stressed the fact 
that, the war was not being carried on very earnestly, that the 
warring nations didn t seem to have their t? hearts t! in the conflict, 
and.in general, tried to give the impression that peace was a pos¬ 
sibility in the near future. The latest developments show how 
misleading this analysis was. That the war is serious and is like¬ 
ly to be long drawn out, bloody and devastating there can be no 
doubt. Neither can their be any doubt that it will spread to in¬ 
clude all Europe and even the TJS, What confused people in the 
first two and one-helf months was the manner in which the war was 
being conducted. There were no great battles,. Soldiers were 
sent home on leave before they had gotten used to their uniforms. 
Instead of bullets and bombs, leaflets and loudspeakers were the 
weapons of war. BUT THE WAR WAS GOING 0.N NEVERTHELESS.' It was 
not being fought on the battlefields of Europe but in the diplo¬ 
matic chambers of Europe^ capitals. It was the war ,of lining up 
sides. Just as in gang warfare the smart gangster lines up as 
many small fry as he can on his side before attacking his big 
rival, so on the internationa.l scene, "lining up" was the main 
strategy of the first two weeks of the war. 


The first big battle on the diplomatic front was the one 
centering around Russia. Just before Russia signed the trade and 
non-aggression pacts with Germany, delegations from France and 
England were merely cluttering up Moscow. These two countries 
were giving Russia the runaround until then, feeling that they 
could not afford Russia's price for taking part in its own "col¬ 
lective security" lineup (democracies vs. fascist aggressors). 

Her price, as became apparent later, was the right to occupy 
Poland. At this point only Germany could recognize a bargain offer. 
It was well worthe a piece of Poland to know that she would not 
have Russia's armies to face in the east. So the first diplomatic 
battle was won by Germany. 


In the second round, the headliner was Turkey whose geogra¬ 
phical position is of the greatest importance to both sides. As 
an oily of Germany and Russia, she could cut England off from her 
colonies and.serve as an axe with which to cut up the British 
Empire. During the- last war England suffered a shattering defeat 
in her efforts to conquer the Dardenelles, Turkey's possession. 

But as an ally of Britain, Turkey would become the policeman of 
the eastern Mediterranean, eliminating at least part of Britain^ 
headache in prosecuting the war. This time England's policy was 
more realistic--she literally grabbed Turkey from under Russia's 
nose.by signing a mutual assistance pact with her while Turkey's 

+ • S£ } rcco S lu was shuttling back and forth from 

Moscow, with Stalm s messages, to the Turkish Cabinet.. The price 
for this pact-was the promise of an English loan of $60,000,000. 
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Although the diplomatic lineups arenot 70 t completed, they arc 
sufficiontly consolidated fcr the war to really proceed in earnest. 

The battlofront is the sea, since cracking the Maginot and Siegfried 
lines nust wait for the present, both as far as Germany and the 
Allies arc concerned. England’s main strategy now is to starve Ger¬ 
many into submission; Germany’s to prevent this by breaking the 
blockade. But there are still rounds to be fought in the diplomat, c 
fight. The arenas for those aro the Baltic countries and the Balkans. 
First, the Baltic. After Russia’s coup in Poland, she took advantage 
of her strengthened position to establish spheres of influence which 
.^ijpunt to domination of all the Baltic countries except Finland. 

There diplomacy having failed, the Finnish episode is being completed 
in a more "persuasive" fashion. There is almost no chance of Finland ’t 
being able to resist Russia’s overwhelming forces. In any case, Ger¬ 
many stands to gain. If Finland must give in to Russia, then control 
of the Baltic is guaranteed to Germany's ally--if she manages to re¬ 
sist for any length of time, then Russia will certainly be drawn into 
the war on the side of Germany. 

As far as the ‘Balkans arc concerned, 'these little countries, aro 
caught between two fires still trying to decide which side will burn 
them least. Rumania seems definitely to be turning away from Germany 
toward the Allies; Bulgaria is still tied to the Reich because it 
wants to make a grab from Rumania. 

There remain Italy, Japan and the US. As far as Italy is con¬ 
cerned, there is no quc& ion that the Rome-Berlin axis has been com¬ 
pletely shattered. If Italy enters the war it will most probably^ 
come in on the side of the Allies, Japan's role, although still in¬ 
determinate, will be determined by her interests in the Far East and 
the Pacific. Already she has made grabs in the Far East at the ex¬ 
pense of England and the US, If she does enter into the conflict, 
it will probably be against hor two greatest rivals, England and the 
US, Which brings us to the role of the United States in this war. 

America has already participated in the diplomatic vfarfare waged 
in the early weeks of the war. The fight in Congress over the ques¬ 
tion of lifting the embargo against the shipment of war materials to 

nations at war was closely followed by both Gcrrnny and the Allies 
for a very good reason. Germany opposed lifting the embargo because 
it meant that a ready sourco of supplies would bo made available to 
England and France, That officially America's sympathies were with 
England and France rather than with Germany is very plain. One of 
the arguments for lifting the embargo was that not to do so would 
help Germany, But in spite of America's claim of neutrality, no ef¬ 
fort was made to suppress the obvious fact that lifting the embargo 
would help the Allies. ■ » 

America has many aims in this war. She desires to curtail the 
rapidly growing power of German imperialism in the west, and that of * 
Japan in. the East, to control thcrenaining markets of the world, to 
weaken England while she fights alongside of her. All of which adds 
up to this--the US is determined to keep its position as No. 1 world 
power and bo damned to anyone who gets in its way. 
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' anti-wa r bulle tin 


The workers ofthe US nay perhaps soon he asked to fight against 
"Genian 1 ' fascism. But when that tine cones they must remember that 
if they fight to protect tho interests of the capitals t bosses, 
they will not be fighting fascism, German or any other kind. They 
will only be helping fascism to spread all over thoworld, because 
war means organized misery for the working class. This misery will 
be organized by the boss class in the form of laws regulating wages, 
outlawing strikes, making workers in factories ’’enlisted” men who 
cannot leave their jobs any more than soldiers can leave their posts. 
Workers who try to organize against starvation wages and the high 
cost of living will bo shot for "treason.” All this will bo done in 
the name of making the fight against "fascism” more effective. But 
this will be a tremendous trick, because while the workers o.re 
fighting foreign fascism, home-made fascism will be put over on then. 

The workers must learn that as long as capitals n continues to 
exist, war must exist. Each capitalist war will create a now set of 
"have” and "have-not” nations, and each so-called peace will have the 
seeds of the next war already planted, Tho workers in the "have" na¬ 
tions will not benefit by tho victory of their govern nont. Only 
their bosses will "have”. Tho workers will he.vc unonployc t, misery 
and starvation whether they are in tho victorious country or the beat¬ 
en one. That is why revolutionists who stand for the overthrow of 
capitalism say that tho workers have no country—their true enemy is 
the boss class of the country in which they live, not the workers in 
other countries. And that is why revolutionists say to workers in 
all countries that tho only way to fight against fascism and war is 
to overthrow boss rule at homo. 


■Jr -55- -,'i 


TROTSMYITES CE NSU RE STOOL?IGEON COMRADES 

After weeks of silence, the Socialist Appeal finally admitted 
that several of their comro.dcs cooperated with the Belgian Police 
and put tho finger on the Belgian revolutionary Vcrcockcn. 

The Socialist AiopccJ. docs not mention that tho stoolpigeoning 
wa3 "led” by Daugo, loader of the Trotskyito Bclgixn Section, nor 
that the stoolpigeons wore released long before Vcrcockcn, In fact, 
they were released immediately in order to give testimony against 
Vcrcockcn, Furthermore, Vcrcockcn is not the alien crackpot the 
Socialist Appeal makes him outto be. On the contrary, he is last 
year’s leader ofthc Belgian Trotskyist Section, 

Recognizing the court testimony against Vcrocckon as a bit of 
informing--the Belgian section censured the stoolpigeons. Today 
the stoolpigeons arc still members in good standing—albeit censured. 
At the meeting at which they were censured the Belgian Section 
voted to intensify their activity (1) V/atch Outl 
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RESULTS OP THE STALIN-HITLER ALLIANCE 

The alliance formed by Hitler-Germany and Stalinist-Russia on 
Sept; 3 has benefited both parties so far. It is obvious today, 
that without this alliance Germany would not have risked starting 
the war by attacking Poland, unless.she was assured at least of 
"Russian neutrality The essence of the alliance can be summed 
up as serving the Imperialist needs of the ruling class of Germany 
and the, interests of the Russian exploiters. This alliance in no 
way helps either the German workers, the Russian workers or the 
workers of the allied "neutral countries". On the contrary, it has 
more securely tied the working-class of every capitalist country 
to the destructive imperialist aims of "their own' 1 oppressors. 

Since the crushing and breaking up of Poland witli the assistance of 
her new side-kick Russia, Germany has been able to solidify her 
position in middle Europe, from 'a military point of view Germany 
is in an advantageous position to conduct a frontal attack against 
France and England. ' , 

At Munich last year, it looked.like the four great robher powers, 
England, France, Germany and Italy were planning to give. Hitler 
the go-ahead signal to attack Russia. England and France, however, 
wanted the lion s share.of the expected_booty. Presumably bargain¬ 
ing Germany could not get the share she. wanted for the job she 
would have to do, so the German Fascists instead of giving Russia 
the. knife, gave Russia her hand the England the double-cross. 

During the same period when England was bargaining with Germany iiQV 
best to slice up Russia, she was also attempting to line up Russia 
just in case the deal with.Germany fell through. When it did, 
Germany got Russia to sign on the dotted line before England could, 
because Russia gould get more concessions from Germany without 
going to war immediately. 

It has become obvious that Russia has gained, as much if not more 
than Germany since the alliance.was made. No worker, however, . 
should have any illusions, about the "splendid" role which Russia 
is playing. The exploiters of the Russian workers are mixed up 
in the murderous Imperialist politics with its secret treaties, 
booty-grabbing and war mongering propaganda as much as. any other 
capitalist country on the Allied, German or neutral side of the 
fence. 

The character of the war is determined by the aims of the warding 
powers. These aims are briefly: to hold on to the colonies they 
have nobbed, to get others if they can^ if they have no colonies, 
their aim is to conquer the countries that have them in order to 
prop up their rotting. profit systems. Stalin is working 

in the interests of the exploiters such as the rich collective 
farmers, the enormously over-paid managers and directors .of indust¬ 
ries and the pix privileged state officialdom. Tb best accomplish 
this purpose he made the alliance with Germany even though this 
allaince served to advance the Imperialist aims of the German 
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capitalist class as against the Anglo-French Imperialists.. 3y this 
act alone it can be. clearly seen that the exploiters o 
headed by Stalin are willing to preserve and extend their interests 
at the expense of sacrificing the lives of the workers in th 1 
own country as well as in any capitalist ccintry, so long as 1 
may help the new Russian rulers. 


This counter-revolutionary policy has existed ever since Stalinism 
came into power. °n the international arena, they have tried to 
maintain the status quo as it existed after the v/orld war. In the 
first place they tried to accomplish this by preventing any success 
ful workers revolution in Europe and Asia and.secondly, by preven i. 
the major powers from forming an alliance against her. 

By misdirecting the workers in Germany in the revolutions of 1923- 
33, in England, the British General Strike in 1926,_in the Chinese 
Revolution in 1926 and 1927» in the Spanish Revolution in 1 jj - i 
Stalinism has carefully carried out its first objective, 
assisting the capitalist class in crushing the wrkers.revolutions. 
After demoralizing and weakening the workers internationally which 
thus helped capitalism to its feet, the Russian rulers.sought 
alliances with the best possible combnation of capitalist power. 


The Franco-Soviet pact in 1934 was the fore-runner of the policy 
of 'collective security' and 'democratic vs fascist powers which 
the Stalinists spouted all over the world. When this line failed 
to materialize which was k&e made xkxxxx obvious by the' Munich 
agreement, it was thrown overboard. The new line which the Russian 
rulers adopted was to bet together with their former mortal 
enemies', the German fascists. 

For the prsent the Russian rulers have managed to keep Russia out 
of war not because Russia is a 'peace loving nation , but in order 
that they may maintain their privileges intact and proceed unmolest 
to the full restoration of capitalism in Russia. This course of 
action.was mde vitally necessary because unless the new Russian 
rulers are able to operate as an independent power, they may be 
reduced to an appendage of some major imperialist power. 

The problem of staying oul of the general war as long as possible 
in order for the Russian rulers to carry out this aim was mde clear 
from Ribbentrop'3 second trip td Moscow Sept. 18. .^ke treaty 
concluded at that time did not provide for automatic Russian assis¬ 
tance if the Allies insisted in continuing the war but merely 
alluded to further 'consultations' in that event. The extension 
of the alliance with germany to include the Baltic area, and ^ast- 
ern Poland had provided Russia with a protective layer of land 
which makes penetration into her territory more difficult. In 
addition it offers her ice free trade routes as well as naval 
basis and military garrisons for expanding both her commerce and 
strengthening her shores from attack by sea. 


HAS THE STALIN-HITLSR PACT SERVED TPiE 


INTEREST OF THE GORGING CLASS 


It has already been indicated how this alliance has benefited the 
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German imperialist interests and the Russian exploiters -national, 
interests. What effect has it had on the wor,nn ( j ; 

To begin with the immediate effect upon those workers i ' 

allied countries who still thought that .ussia v _ _ consequently 

dtate ' were demorilization and dissillusionment whic , arouge | 

helped to increase the imperialist and patriotic sentiment 
ty the capitalist class in England. 

The German .workers on the . other hand ... oppre seed by f.asciot^bru . 
ity finding, that the so-called Worker state is now y 

of their 1 oppressors 1 have been forced in denpera 10 n , _ forced 

Hitlerism. ‘The Jewish wrkers through-out _ the 

to accept the so-called democratic countries as th i . whatever 

By the pint partitioning of Poland by Germany ^ and .Ruasia what ever 
revolutionary aspirations the Polish workers may have ^d^ 
has since, been canalized in the direction of Anglo-French . im.pe.r i 

ism. - . ' ■ - ;• . . 

The minority, groups ..in Poland, The rf hite xiuss^ans, Polish^Jews^ 
Uitranians,. have been Forced .to_.acce.pt Russia as tl. of the 

contrary to the policy of the Bolshevicks _ m the a not bv 

revolution, when national self determination was 8C T nciional 

force of arms, but by free will of ■the^populat ion. ihesc^n®ion 1 
groups as a result have, as much trust for Russians •y g t . 

have in the teritory. occupied by Germany for .the 

in 1 liberating the Polish Jews, Russian Slth 

problem, has been . fully reveled, because Russia by 
Germany to partition Poland has thereby also doomed a 1 o F 
age of the Polish Jews to German fascist persecution and 

The same is true for the wtrkers in the territory fJor 
quered by Germany, i.e. Austria, °zch. This P * ti 

■ effects on the working class of the. world. It h as in dosperati 
driven the working class further into the arms of ^eir own.capital 
1st class. Equally important, the pact has + dis.credited the concept 

of communism and.the workers, revolution as the .^^>-the working 
ating capitalism, fadcism, war, exploitation, because tnewor.x 0 
class has come to think that Stalinism is the same as communi m. 

By this ■ time it shoFd be clear to every thinking wom^that ^ 
Stalinism is as far from communism as. is capitalism^ 
n r „ er a workers state, ay. its past counter-revolutionary _ action 
as Welli as its present actions to call Russia a workers, state is 

to cause the greatest confusion among tne workers. ■ . . 

Further hedlan, may be caused in the ranks of the Jork^clM. by 
the fr^sh change of • nolicy recently adopted by tne counter . 

• revoluti'onary -Communist International The 
of bourgeois democratic ideas for . those: countries- which may _ yet iin 
themselves ailed to Russia. But at the same time the door .left 
fnr f. ie - Com uniat party to snout revolutionary phrases in case 
fwemati?e dSef not ik out'. In those countries where^there 
13 little change for an alliance the groundwork is beinu ai or 
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ultra-left turn, in other words the workers will be told to 
.put up some resistance to the cpaitalist class. The effect of such 
a policy can only bd to lead the workers to disaster, just as the 
Communist Party in Germany which led the workers into the arms of 
Hitler in 1933 with the xxa,® same kind of policy. The workers musk 
be on.their guard against this new putchist line of the C.P. The 
new line is not designed to show the workers how to fight against 
War, the profit system, or to mke the revolution and establish 
a Workers State. It is caused by the temporary needs of the Russian 
•Exploiters to save their own hides. Stalin has prevented revolutions 
from being successful in the ' ... -v past and for tlie same 

reasons will prevent them from bein^ successful in the future. 

real workers revolution in any other country would show up the 
phony socialism which Stalinists claim that Russia has s for what 
it really is. It is for this reason that the Stalinist Exploiters 
cannot afford to have a real workers state established in any other 
country. 

Those workers who have been under the influence of the Communist s 
with their hokum about Russian socialism and have become dis¬ 
illusioned by what the Stalinist have done to 'wreck £he revolutionary 
move: iCiVbof the workers must not think that all is lost. In every 
ca se where the Stalinists have led the workers to defeat, defeat 
was not inevitable as some people claim. Had the workers been given 
leadership which had as its cardinal point rlentless class struggle 
of the 'workers against the capitalist class, independent of any 
alliances with the bourgeoisie, there would have been victory for 
the workers instead of defeat. Tfopg ig the lsson which the workers 
must learn in order that they may_, gain victory in the coming 
revolutionary crises. 

The Russian workers must not support any war which may be conducted 
in the near future by their exploiters. By every mans at their 
command, they must attempt to overthrow their rulers and reestablish 
the •'forkers^state. In peace or in war this must be the constant 
aim of the Russian workers. Similarly in the Imperialist countries 
on the allied or the German side of the 4r, the workers must not 
support this war. Not a penny nor a man. Their aim must be to 
continue the class struggle at home and in the front line trenches 
to turn the bosses war into a war a 0 ainst the bosses. 

The Polish workers and the national minority grounings on both sides 
of the new bordr must.conduct a struggle against the new state and 
the war i.e. the -Russians and the Germans by economic and military 
sabotage as the first steps in ^etting rid of their new oppresors 
and set up a Workers Government controlled by the working class. 


-X- -;?• 


# # 





anti-war bulletin ______,_ .... r 

( E di tors ' Note !Tl“f6Tlowing is a reprint 01 a lb allot diatributud 

by the IRWP at a public woeting of the SWP, the sub¬ 
ject of which was "Whither the Soviet Union ). 

STALINISM."two hearts within a single breast"-Trotsky 

TONIGHT YOU WILL hear an analysis of Russia and the role which Stalin 
is placing in the imperialist war in Europe. Forewarned is fore¬ 
armed. *... against both Stalinism and Trotskyism. The League for a 
Revolutionary Workers Party intends to do both in this lcaxlet in 
order that you don't leave this meeting completely confused and 
disarmed. 

BEFORE YOU ARE TAKEN to the European War and Russia on the rhetoric¬ 
al wings of Cannon’s speech, let's take a hurried glance at what the 
Trotskyites propse to the American working class to prevent war. 

They claim to be the 'Anti-War Party’ that will stop ^r Jia the 
ballot box. The last time the workers stopped a war (rei.cmbcr-.tmc 
Russian Revolution?) they accomplished it with bulleta. and pine boxes 

for the bosses. War is a question of power-to expect the working 

class to stop it with a popular referendum is just like spreading 
a ho x that Niagara Falls can be turned back with a s Poon. ^uestio 
of power, Marxists know by this time are settled only by Civil war 
and not by parili amentary hocus pocus. 

NOT A SINGLE ISSUE of the Socialist Appeal since the outbreak of the 
war has stated one word about the only way, the Leninist way to stop 
Imperialist war; i.e., transforming the imperialist war into a civil 
war for the overthrow of capitalism. This is not an oversight. This 
is op portunism, seeking petty bourgeois »sdiics' , the *1JgP roacl:i 
which the phony Transitional Program of the Trotskyites demands. 

ONE WOULD THINK that since the Trotskyites do not want to offend the 
American masses with revolutionary defeatist slogans, they would at 
least do their revolutionary duty and call upon 

involved in the Imperialist war to practise revolutionary defoatisi. 
There "they wouldn’t offend anybody except the capitalist class, 
mere r T -. hpv ,- e ]i the workers in Europe that Social- 

on vour bottom dollar^ loey moj.x tut w J ^ q 

?an Will Stop war. How to take the first steps to socialism, that s 
locked ’n "retakes,.. Cannons, and Schactman's bosoms, 
if theAnerican workers listened to the Trotskyites, war 
could be’stopped with ballots. while the European workers could stop 
it by wishing, .......SOCmLib'-:, rea. 1 . mar , 

, . o x- J-. n 4* r? , y.'ar\ ^ *1 On.£?tlTL OH ttlO "t/S.Sl'CS O f* ttlO 

M THE PAST, Trotsky has f "f r lli )tt Sort In tbo 1934 thesis on 
^War 1 ana' , the°International- Trots’^ says if the b.S., 0 n°Russla 

0 ° f Jwartine on 

weaken theRussion war maernme. To . „ _ “ an v. A *. ae inG: the shipment 

.<■ >»• —*• 
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noct recent article in the New InternatL onal, simple logic forces us 
to the cd nclusion that the policy must be the same as in any other 
case where an imperialist power is allied to Russia* It is the most 
unprincipled opportunism to make the question of worker's power in 
any imperialist country depend on v/hether or not that country is all¬ 
ied with Russia, to place the temporary, limited and technical ques¬ 
tion of military supplies ahead of the fundamental political question 
of class struggle, for which strikes during war-time will in all prob¬ 
ability be a necessary step to workers power; The Trotskyites condemn 
the Comintern as an instrument for carrying out the Kremlin poli¬ 
cies. How does this policy which condemns independent class action 
in imperialist countries as ’criminal and absurd’ disentangle the 
workers from bloody Stalinism? 

THIS POSITION OP 1 THE Trotskyites on war and Russia opens the door to 
all sorts of opportunism and direct or indirect support of social- 
patriotism. The line of revolutionary Marxists is predicated on the 
principle that the class struggle comes first, that in the imperial¬ 
ist countries the main enemy is in one’s own’ country. 

TROTSKY TAKES THE following attitude on the question 6f what attitude 
the Russian workers should adopt in time of war toward the state 
apparatus, the burocracy. At the Dewy hearings in Mexico, ho pres¬ 
ented the ’loyal opposition’ line, saying, ’In theSoviet Union, I 
would try to be a good soldier, win the sympathy of the soldiers and 
✓ fight well* Then, at a good moment, when victory is assured, I 
would say, ’Now we must finish with the burocrats’. (Case of Leon 
Trotsky, p.289) This position is brought up to date in a recent^ 
article by Trotsky in the Socialist Appeal of pet.16th , ’The Soviet 
Union in the War*’ We quote, .’We must not lose sight for a single 
moment of the fact that the question of overthrowing the Soviet bur¬ 
ocracy is for us subordinate (our emphasis) to the question of pre¬ 
serving state property in the moans of production of the USSR.’ 

The latest version of ’Fight Stalin’ later appears in the Nov, issue 
of the New International, p. 331. 

LIICE THE PREVIOUS Trotskyite position this means no effective.fight 
against the ruling class in Russia, anymore than in the imperialist 
countries allied with it. 

THE TROTSKYITES TRY to base this position on the concept that the 
bureaucracy plays a dual rolo, (two hearts within a single breast)- 
reactionary in accelerating the return - to capitalism, progressive in 
defending the oonquosts of the dictatorship against foreign imperial¬ 
ists. More than that, they insist that the existing political reg¬ 
ime in Russia _is the dictatorship of the proletariat: no matter 
how corrupt and degenerate. 

WE ON THE OTHER HAND point out that Russia is no longer a workers’ 
state. The state apparatus which controls the means of production 
is itself controlled by the new exploiters in Russia, who arc the 
objective agents of capitalist restoration. The decisive question 
for revolutionists must be* which class controls the state and in 
whose interests does the state function. It is obvious to anyone 
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who has eyes to see, that the Russian state since Stalin cane to 
power serves neither the general nor day-to-day interests of the Rus¬ 
sian or world working class. 

TROTSKY CAN NO LONGER speak clearly of what should Ido defended in 
Russia. He speaks about ’’preserving state property” in and of itself 
is not .pi*ogrossivo. Capitalism has many examples to show of "state 
property”, and just as many examples of brutal exploitation of the 
workers who operate this "state property" (Mexico). Do the Trotsky- 
itos advocate defending capitalist "state property?" State property 
in a workers* state, more familiarly known as the nationalization of 
the means of production, can be progressive only whore there is un¬ 
limited workers* democracy, equalization of wages, direct control "of 
the state apparatus by the working class through its Soviets, and 
most important, when the first aim of the dictatorship of the prole¬ 
tariat is to spread the workers economy externally by revolution. 

THE PRESENT RUSSIAN REGIME has nothing in common with these policies. 

On the contrary, on every one of those vital questions their policies 
prepare the basis for capitalist restoration. Theirs is riot a dual 
but a single counter-revolutionari* role. The Russian ruling class 
led by Stalinism will fight tooth and nail against the Russian work- 
class^ in order to maintain and extend their exploiting end orivilcgcd 
status. The Trotskyist illusion that Stalinisii is partially progres¬ 
sive because it must defend state property is false because real na¬ 
tionalization of production under workers' control is incompatible 
with the extension of the exploiting status of the Russian rulers. 
Stalinism is paving the way to liquidation of the moons of nationali¬ 
zation of production in order to restore capitalism, 

THE RECENT RUSSO-GERMAN alliance defines more clearly the tasks of 
the Russian workers in this imperialist war. With Russia as on ally 
and supporter of German imperialism in its drive against Anglo-French 
imperial ism," the Russian workers must practice Leninist Revolutionary 
Dcfcatiam as the first stop in turning the general imperialist war 
into a civil war and re-establish the workers* state. 

TROTSKYISM STANDS REVEALED today by its shamefaced support of tho 
Russian ruling class as HRH Stalin’s loyal opposition in war and peace. 

FIGHT CAPITALISM! WAR*. STALINISM! 

JOIN THE LEAGUE FOR A REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS* PARTY! 

Issued by N. Y". Branch of LRWP----—108 Ea.st l^i- Street, NoV, 15, 1939 

*3$ *52* Vv* *VV *>2* •>{- 
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY'S LEFT TURN 

At the sane tine th,at the Comintern issues a call for the 

“ War ' Moscow sonds Hitler a tele- 
futmnt i o 6 • OJ.Having escaped unharmed from the re¬ 

cent attempt at assissination. This is the sane Hitler of oast 

jeara fanous for his mrdering of workers and Jews, for his con¬ 
centration coops, with their starvation and torture This ?- 
also the sane Krenlin of the Anti-Fascist, Popular Front Poll act 
aver Security, Incorporated. What is the’reason for these chmgo* 

Up until 1939, Stalinism based its foreign nnlie^r nn -t-v.o 

to ' ,de “ oratl “" Irper'auSif Stag Si^JuSS 

This policv inS^vS°?- aS J inSt 8srnan y» *•«•» Collective Security, 
inis policy involved (just as every previous nolicv of q-t-nl irvi avi 

agatosrhLs h SuS UaS st n ?- 0f f ^ 

-gainst Doss rule. Stalinism made deals during this Derind with 

pies iS a lnain 1S1 FrSce la ^ aranteed the defeat of the workers»'strug¬ 
gles in Spam, France, Germany and Czechoslovakia. To Five onlv 

without 1 ’^ 1 sW1p € hTT iSt ef rty 0f 0er 2 a ^ r let Hitler G take power 
./ithout a single shot being fired in defense of working-class^ 

ripts; the Stalinist-supported Popular Front government of Spain 

literally refused to fight Franco, as witness Barcelona. P 

, ,, 1 alliance with France and Britain became more and more un- 
however » s ^ ce their best bet was to push Germany against 
xssia. As a result, Stalinism sougiht to ward off the blow they 
were afraid of by entering into an agreement with the Nazis, with 
the understanding, among other things, that they would split 
Poland between them, A revolutionary party would have called for 
revolution in both Poland and Germany, instead of embracing the 
enemy. But this was impossible for the Russian overlords, since 
revolution anywhere would have meant the end of their rule in Russia. 

„ In view of this, the reasons that the Stalinists give for 
their present so-called "left” turn are an insult to the intelli¬ 
gence of the^working-class. This left turn has nothing to do with 
revolution; it is a turn from one imperials t gang—England and 
Prance, to another--Germany. Earl Browder, who yesterday called 
for a war against Fascism, today brands the war as imperialist, not 
because he wants revolution, but because Germany and Russia stand 
together in opposition to England And Prance# Browder is not 
against America's going into the war on principle, but only because 
her entrance would be a threat to his Russian masters and to their 
allies, the Nazis. — 


It is significant also that the C• P* calls for opposition to 
the war everywhere except in Germany. Much is made of the fact 
that England and France are the "aggressors,” while the Nazis want 
peace . (Why shouldn't they, since they must have time to digest 
Poland?) Hitler's and Stalin's aggressions are conveniently for¬ 
gotten, But no natter who is the aggressor, this is just another 
rotten Stftlinist argument to mislead the workers. RcvoluU onaries 
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refuse^to support inperialist wars, as Lenin pointed out, no nat¬ 
ter which side shoots the first gun. Stalinisn is trying desper¬ 
ate rly with this tactic, not to end inperialist wars, but to cover 
up its shameful tie-up with Nazisn under revolutionary-sounding 
words. 

Stalinisn’ supposition" to the war has only one puj?pose--to 
further confuse the revolutionary forces of the woFkingclass and 
to decrease further the opportunity that the war presents for es¬ 
tablishing a world socialist society. There has already been a 
disastrous spread of disillusionnent in the labor novement as a 
result ofthe Pact. Don’t let it go any further by falling for the 
lio that Stalinisn is capable of carrying on the fight against 
international capltalisr.it 


NATIONAL CONVENTION OF LRWP 
(US Section) 

On October 14-15, the American Section of tho League for a 
Revolutionary Workers Party hold its national convention in New 
York City. Tho convention dealt with the immediate political and 
organizational problems faced by the League. 

Tho first point on tho order of business of tho convention 
was the suspension of B. J. Field by the National Bureau. The sus¬ 
pension and charges for his expulsion were taken up in his absence 
bocausc he refused to appear in order to appeal his case before tho 
convention. The following were the charges preferred against him: 

1, B. J, Field violated Section XI, Paragraph 2 (a. and b.) of the 
constitution, both as a member and as National Secretary. 2. With 
refusal to participate in the activities of tho LRWP. 3. Attempted 
political coercion by laying down ultimata to the National Bureau 
and the N. Y. Branch by attempting to withdraw from the post of 
National Secretary and later by refusing to drop, his demands for 
further loaves unless tho N. B. and the N. Y. Branch would violate 
. thd will of tho members by capitulating to his demand that E. Field 
be reinstated as a member of tho N. Y. Branch. 4. Furthermore, his 
unprincipled demand for an election of a now N* B. from which ccr- 
monbors were to decline nominations. 5. Ho refused to appear at 
an International Bureau meeting on the ground that ’it was a 
stacked meeting and that this is no longer a revolutionary organi¬ 
zation. ’ 6. He also withheld documents from the Acting National 

Secretary and entire- files of the organization on the grounds 
that the files were his personal property. 

On the basis of the above charges the convention expelled 
B. J. Field from the LRWP. A few words must bo said on the rolo 
which B. J. Field played in tho LRWP. As one of the founders, ho 
contributed many valuable points to its program. But Field’s 
struggle against the formation of a healthy collective leadership 
necessitated a fight against Field and a condition which is one 


L 
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of the worst traditions in tho r.iovclient. This is the tradition 
which views the "leader" of an organization as its center, and as 
a result btascw.ros the identity ox the organization as a. political, 
instrument. 

One of the nost important tasks of the movement. todo.y is to a 
wor k towards the correct concept of leadership. Revolutionary 
leadership is the delegation of responsibility by the membership to 
a body for the purpose of carrying out its general program and its 
dev-to-day decisions, of formulating policy on the basis ofits 
adopted principles, of utilizing every member’s abilities to the 
fullest extent instead of restricting all initiative to the smallest 
possible circle. Above all, these actions must be subject to ap¬ 
proval of membership,. , c 


The struggle against Field to establish a colloctieo revolu¬ 
tionary leadership closes an important chapter in the development 
of the LR1/VP and opens up a new and healthy one necessary xor the 
building of the revolutionary party. 

Among the problems of the day which the convention reached a 
decision on was the nature of the Russian political and economic 
system. The role played by Russia in the imperialist \i .r in Europe 
has raised many doubts in the minds of workers. The convention re¬ 
affirmed the decision of the Hay 1938 Internation Convention, that 
"Russia is no longer a workers state." however, it also cleared 
up a number of contradictory statements and ambiguities which the 
old resolution contained. Furthermore, it concretized tncro 
which the Russian workers must play, since the Russian ruling cl-ss 
has made an alliance- with the- Go*mah dmpcrialtsts. . -?hQ ^solution 
comes out for revolutionary defeatism m Russiaj it cJls for the 
Russian workers to disrupt the Russian economicand war it 

nrdcr to turn the war into *a civil war against the Russian cxploi 
and to re-establish the workers state. (Russian Resolution appears 
elsewhere in this bulletin.) 

The convention changed the "Hew Zinncrwold" lino of the LR’®: 

We once considered fusion of the revolutionary groups to he equally 
ir-oortant as direct activity in the class struggle in building 
the ‘revolutionary party. This convention P^ced the min e n p^g lg 


of the "building 1 o f too'utWP pdtho -volutionary^art^on^irec^ 

thet-no E ’?o 3 ?ct 1 thc h idoe. C 'of holdi^discuslions with organizations' 
holding positions close to ours in order to probe the possibilities 
of mification! Nor does it mean that we are opposed to discussion 
with other organizations for the purpose of clarification. Such 
however oust he secondary as conparcd with building 
th^organization^oy* the reaching the worh -ng class with our program 
in the unions, unemployed organizations, cue. 

The resolution adopted by the convention, ^0 s'*"for 

organization. The decision reached on this question brought, uo - 









climax a-fight waged by five members of -,thc. organization who wanted ' 
to turn tiic LEW into a discussion circle. This group'at‘t cop ted, to.,. 
hide their real differences,* namely, their concept of a revolutionary 
orgahisationy • behind the theoretical- r fac ado,, erected- by then, on tho 
Russian c|Ue st ion, . Their:..dif ferC np<. p the -Russian question .were,.a .... 

false issuaiin the fight because they could.have continued to .fight fer 
thoir position on Russia even though; the- convention _. had taken apposi¬ 
tion because not Until the international Convontiph would final,' deci¬ 
sions be .'taken, 'Hovcrtheloss- they .presented their resignation with "a 
statement which concerned itself mainly,with Russia. . The -.convention, 
after reviewing' their statement of .resignation,oondemnod-.their. .action 
irresponsible and expelled thorn, . , . -roe 'xo \. vr-r.-.~ 

Tho 1 ' convention -adopted; a: clcar-cut - resolution .on the present 
intBrnationah'situation and the . imp orialis t.. war *. The, roles-of the 
various major-imperialist poWersenro: analyzed; and • the :» tgshuhf . the.' 
workers in those countries arc outlined,- ^..-Thp-^re solution -s tat os'jjhat 
this war will benefit only tho boss class and therefore the working' 
class" has' nothing.to gain :f rone participating in it,..in any way. what so ov. 
Tho rdsblutioh 'ppints out that, the workers .-in all tlao bolligdront.. , 
codntrics should' make- every effort toadcf cat. thoir own, capitalist class 
in tho war, to take advantage. of tho.-.defeat ?nd< demoralization of; thoir 
govorniacnt- in order to overthrow., it end set up a. workers state, 

- 'To -sum up,-the convention settled, several , important political 
and organizational problems• The v way is now. clear for' making our poli¬ 
cies hiid ( program-a grcator facto^ /in: tho day-to-day problems of tho 
working- clas s movement and towardSr;thoir, final revolud onary soluti on» 

< Fraternal greetings, woreinscirt to the . convention fip m our 
Canadian ^Section-through thoir delegate, Other organizations having 
fraternal representation were .the Communist Wo.rkors, : CrpUp, .the. Com¬ 
mit toe for Revolutionary labor--notion and the ; licvolufdonary Labor droup., 
who. took part 9n discussion. 


OR&ifflTZATION. NOTES. 


f T36p- ? : LRWP is participating' in discussions . with: the Rdvolutionary 
Labor Group and the 'Marxist .Workers, League (.Power Grpupj with a view 
towards’-'unification on: a revolutionary program',' A prd'gran for prac¬ 
tical collaboration was. launched as well, as plane for ■a'^s'erios of 
syiripbsltEis,.''-Ahhouncomo.nts of subject, time, raid place of those synpe- 
slums will bo made, in future issues of this .bulletin, ' ','p 

.... a 'AV,f''‘...‘ 

Open discussions arc held every alternate Tuesday dt our-head¬ 
quarter s’, 108 East ,14 Street, Tho next mooting. will_,bo held on Dec¬ 
ember 5, 1959 , The subject;.is the - Role - of Rtxssia. in the '.hit,.. _ . 

. • i* f )■ V A' f < •; . ' .'. .' . .JI.JUJ, * ■ • * ‘ ' " ' J 
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RESOLUTION ON RUSSIA AND THE DICTATORSHIP OP THE PROLETARIAT 
Adopted by CONVENTION (Oct. 14-15,1939) of American Section 

of L.R.W.P. 

3., Tne October 191V Revolution in Russia was a proletarian revolution 
and not a bourgeois revolution, as the majority of the Anarchists 
state, nor was it a counter-revolution, as the U.S. Social Denocratos 
claim. 

It was a proletarian revolution because the bourgeois organs of rule 
(state) army, police, courts, jails, legislature---were destroyed 

and replaced by workers organs of rule-Red Army, Workers Militias, 

Soviets, etc, < 

When the workers bro]£Q up the capitalist-landownors * state and re¬ 
placed it with the proletarian state, THE ECONOMY WAS CAPITALIST. But 
because the workers had state power, they proceeded to break up cap¬ 
italist economy. They nationalized after a few months most of the 
industries, most of the land, communications, transportation. Monop¬ 
olies of banking and foreign trade were established. 

It must bo pointed out clearly that even under Lenin, with the excep- 
tion of the period of war communism, much of the e conomy was capital¬ 
ist, i.e., wage labor, money, goods produced for the market and not 
for use, etc. 

2. The Russian State under Lenin (1917-33) was a workers' state be¬ 
cause the organs of the state were workers' organs of power and be¬ 
cause this state functioned in the interests of tho proletariat. To 
be specific, the workers' state organized workers' economy in Russia; 
it attempted to spread workers' economy abroad (the only way to main¬ 
tain and extend Russian proletarian economy) by attempting to spread 
the revolution to other countries. 

3. Tho L.R.W.P. rejects the Anarchist slander that the October 1917 
Russian Revolution was a bourgeois revolution and that the Bolsheviks 
under Lenin were opportunists because they failed IMMEDIATELY to 
socialize all the economy. 

The L.R.W.P. wishes to emphasize that the workers in order to get to 
a collective society must first of all destroy the bourgeois state 
and replace it with a workers' state. Workers in oo ntrol of the 
first workers' state cannot socialize all of the (economy because of 
the pressure of dominant worid-wide capitalist economy. But when 
more than one country acquires a workers' state, tho trend toward 
complete socialization of economy will be more rapid, 

4. One of the most important mistakes of the Bolsheviks under Lonin 
was to allow the existence of highly-paid former Czarist officials. 

Wc entertain no utopian ideas of how quickly the former capitalist 
officialdom can be replaced but we go on record as stating that un¬ 
der a workers' state no official shall bo paid more than the aver¬ 
age worker. It might be advisable to go one more stop-officials 

shall get about 10 % loss than that of the average workers. 
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W o' would establish tho death penalty for graft. 

In reply to those who claim that former capitalist officials would 
not work for the, sene wagos as received by workers, we state that the 
firing squad is a very effective persuader.. . ... 

The existence of the privileged former Czafist bureaucracy and, the 
failure of tho Bolsheviks to spread the revolution made it much eas¬ 
ier for tho now Stalinist bureaucracy to destroy the workers' state 
and liquidate the revolution. 

5. Without either approving or condemning the‘actions of the Bolshev¬ 
iks at Kronstadt, to opposition'workers' organizations,.etc,, etc.,' 
this convention appoints a commission to study tho entire problem in 
detail, bring in a report to the incoming National Bureau, and have. 

o. final position taken at tho next convention. ... 

6 . This donvention affirms the position taken by our First Inter- < 
national Convention, May 1938, as to the co-existbnco,of two or more 
proletarian parties under the Dictatorship of, tho Proletariat, .Wo 
hold that any workers' party or' group which works loyally for tho 
proletarian rovoli.ition has a right to exist. , Wc hold that AFTER the. 
soizurc of power, by tho proletariat, workers should bo allowed to 
form now proletarian parties if they 3 cc fit" to do so. 

Wc wish to emphasize that the ruling organ of the Dictatroship of 
tho Proletariat is NOT tho Party but the Soviets. 

Wo arc op osod to the Party-State because it is totalitarianism 
and not workers' democracy. Wo believe that any social order .(in 
eluding the Proletarian Dictatorship must have its checks and balan¬ 
ces and the.existence of several proletarian parties is tho most 
effective, T . ■ '' 

The very fact that more than one party may exist under .the Prolet- 
arian Dictatorship would bo : tlio most effective chock against elim¬ 
ination .of democracy within any one partt, . Shpuld any faction seize, 
power in a. party",and eliminate democracy," "all" the. other group qr 
groups would ha.vc to do is to organize another party. 

Wo reject the StaliniSt-Marlcnist-Ochlcpist concept that a multi- 
party, system would mean that all parties except tho one which seized 
power would be counter-revolutionary. Tho liquidation,of the.Russian 
Revolution by tho Stalinitos proved that it is.far easier for tho 
counter-revolutionists to-do their dirty work in a single-party regime. 

To those who claim that "The existence of several in rtios would ncc- 
cssa.rily indicate basic principled disagreements", wc wish to point 
out that this concept is false. Under the proletarian dictatorship . 
thc£c will be many difficult problems: spread of.,.revolution abroad,, 
elimination of the former bourgeois officialdom,;" prevention of ‘ab¬ 
uses and degeneration, spreading of workers' control of industry 
and agriculture, etc., etc. These problems can "be. solved be.st by the 
participation of all the workers thru their organizations, i*o. 

Soviets, Political Parties, Trade Unions, etc. 
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Wo believe that if there would he only one party, democracy in the 
Soviets, Trade Unions, Cultural Organizations, etc., would automat¬ 
ically be curtailed, (Unless the party, after seizure of power, 
would change its structure from democratic-centralist to federation* 
ist.) If there were only one proletarian party and it was based on 
democratic centralism, does anyone in his right Senses imagine that 
non-party workers in mass organizations would have any say? The fact 
of the matter is that rank-and-file party members would have very 
little to say between conventions of the Party, 

This Convention holds that the most effective guarantee against de¬ 
generation of the proleta.rian doictatorship is the multi-proletarian 
party system. 

7, VJhcn the workers destroy tho capitalist state and replace it by 
a workers' state in only one country, the workers' state is to be 
used to- spread workers' economy externally by aiding in the prolet¬ 
arian seizure of power in additional countries. Otherwise, tho pres¬ 
sure of world-wide capitalist economy will disrupt and finally crush 
tho workers' rule. 

Until the revolution is spread abroad, tho workers' state must in¬ 
ternally utilize tho nationalization of production and the rest of 
the economy, much of which is capitalist, on a basically share-alike 
system. Tho workers must develop workers' control of industry and 
agriculture, liquidate the former capitalist bureaucracy, equalize 
wages, etc., etc. 

IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN WHAT WORKERS ECONOMY THEY HAVE, THE WORKING CLASS 
IN THE FIRST COUNTRY WHERE THEY HAVE ERECTED A WORKERS' STATE, MUST 
EXTEND THAT ECONOMY EXTERNALLY' (And by doing so, internally.) 

8. The Convention rejects tho concepts that Stalinism is or over was 
"reformism”, "social reform.-sm”, "bureaucratic centrism", "erroneous 
Marxists trying to build 'Socialism in One Country 1 ". 

Stalinism originated as a labor bureaucracy, whose interests were 
diametrically opposed to tho interests of tho workers. Specifically, 
Stalinism had to strengthen the bureaucracy and not eliminate it; 
they had to destroy basic equalization of wagcs--what is the use of 
being an officialdom if there aro no gains—and promote wage differ¬ 
entials; they had to destroy workers' control of production and tie 
it into their own hands; they had to prevent proletarian revolution 
abroad as this would spread workers' economy and democracy and destroy 
the Russian bureaucracy. 

As long as the bureaucracy was subordinate to the interests of tho 
workers (not because they wanted to be but because they couldn't , 
help themselves), there was still a. workers' state in Russia., 

The Stalinist bureaucracy in order to maintain and extend their priv¬ 
ileges (see para, proceeding tho above one) had to destroy the Bol¬ 
shevik Party as a revolutionary instrument (by patronage, elimination 
of democracy made very easy because there was only one party, fail¬ 
ings and exile of principled revolutionists, murder, intimidation); 
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they replaced, the Rod Army and Workers' Militias with a Professional 
Amy headed-by a well-paid officer corps; they destroyed workers' 
control of production by robbing the Soviets of any froedom of action 
thc^ uado the Trade Unions part of the State apparatus* 

It was possible for the old officialdom and the declassed capitalist 
elements to crawl back into important positions in the state appara¬ 
tus after the revolution seemed firmly in the saddle, first, because 
of the lack of experienced help in oondticting the affairs of the new 
stato and because the best- communist revolutionaries who would have 
naturally filled those trusted positions, died in the civil war. 

The loss oi hundreds ox thousands of the most class conscious, workers 
before the newly born proletarian state had gotten a chance to solid- 
ifideology and impressit into the consciousness of the working 
class; i*c», the now concept.that the working class as a whole thru 
the proletarian organs of power own4d and controlled the means of 
production; the failure to achieve this, made it easier for the all¬ 
iance of both^tho old officialdom, the new Stalinist officials and 
the highly paid managers and directors, the rich collectivized kulaks 
to gradually squeeze out the workerarcprcscntativcs from power. This 
explains in part how the counter-revolution displaced the worker per¬ 
sonnel in the political sphere with their henchmen and thon proceeded 
to express. its aims in the economic sphere withotvt the necessity of, 
a sudden violont overthrow- of the political superstructure of r the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat. - : 

Precisely because.the proletarian social revolution is different from 
all othorerevolutions, the laws of the counter-revolution do not have 
to follow the sane pattern as the bourgeois revolutions follovi/od in 
their time.^ The difference being, that, wheras the feudal aristocracy" 
and the capitalist class not only had a long time to consolidate their 
respective ideologies concerning their social systems, but more im¬ 
portant, they had in addition to their fixed relations to the state, 
something to lose individually as well as a class, their property. 

Out of their ownership of property with its concomitant productive 
and social relationships they maintained their position as the ruling 
class. Consequently, when it came to a showdown to determine who 
was master in tho house, feudalism or capitalism, it could be resolved 
in the final analysis only by tho most violent methods. Similarly, 
faced openly with the loss of their property from which they derive 
their power the Capitalists must offer violent resistance to the work¬ 
ing class when they try to take power. 

The proletariat, on tho other hand, when it assumes political power 
has as the nature of its power in tho economic field, generalized 
property vested in tho stato which is organically controlled by the 
new organs of power, the Soviets, corresponding to the generalized 
ownership of property. This organic connection between the state 
apparatus (different from all other superstructures of oithcr cap¬ 
italism or feudalism) and the ownership of generalized property mark 
the difference in tho course which the counter-revolution follows. 

The capitalist stato exists in order to hold the oppressed classes 
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iii chock while the dictatorship exists to liquidate all classes and 
thereby the need for a stato. The Soviets wore characterized as both 
an executive and legislative bod;- because of intimate and conplotcly 
-up it had with the whole economy. The functioning of the 


natural tic* 


soviets has an immediate reaction in tlx economy, and vice verse.. 


For this reason among the other political and economic reasons given, 
it was possible for anti-working class elements to scop back into 
power, take control of the state apparatus and thereby also take con¬ 
trol over the economy and begin to pervert it to its own needs, as 
it saw fit. This without a violent open clash with the proletariat 
as a class, e.t a given moment. 


The price that the prolctarix t has to pay for the new and higher 
form of social and economic relationships which it establishes is 
greater than any other class which has como to p>owcr before in history. 
Ix it is to dofond and extend the new social system, the revolution¬ 
ary party, and the soviets must assume its first ideological task, 
that of instilling the proletariat and its closest allies, the poor 
farmers with the dangers toward restoration inherent in the new social 
system because of the fact that property is vested in the State, This 
must take the form of such practical ideas as armed and eternal vig¬ 
ilance against the declassed elements and tlx old officialdom, as 
well as the other political and economic measures already proposed 
elsewhere in the resolution. 


The destruction of the workers' state and the substitution of the 
Stalinist Stato was accomplished with relatively little rcsistcnco duo 
to the treachery and stupidity of the non-Stalinitc Bolshevik Party 
Leaders. Most of them, instead of explaining the real nature of the 
bureaucracy as countcr-rovolutionary group playing a single reaction¬ 
ary rolo whose interests were diametrically opposed to that of the 
working class and organizing a fight-to-thc- death battle against thorn 
attempted to compromise with the bare oneracy. 

Instead of pointing out clearly that if the Stalinist bureaucracy was 
not defeated very shortly the workers’ state would be destroyed and 
it. would then bo the duty of the 'Revolutionary workers through-ou.t the 
world to break from the Russian State, the non-Stalinito Bolshevik 
^leaders" were busy pleading with Stalin to "reform"! (If the pro¬ 
letarian revolutionists in Russia and the rest of the world had clear¬ 
ly pointed out years ago that there was no longer a workers state in 
Russia, wo would have probably had a functioning 4th International 
by now. But those "lcodors" tied the workers to Stalinism by insist¬ 
ing that Russia was a "warped" proletarian stato. 

Instead of exposing the demagogic slogans of "Socialism in One Country" 
Industrialisation , "Five-Year Plans" as smokoscreens behind which 
the bureaucracy (which later became a ruling class) was strangling 
the revolution, the Left-Opposition (Trotskyites) and others took 
then seriously and attempted to polomicizo with the "erroneous 
Leninists", 
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tB would Just a# won.to 

about the "How Deal or with Cmm, ( ijcntlCBicn wo ’mow that you 
Socialisn" and Its "Fohr-Yoar nah -^1 ^ prograns ** wo assure 

oro since i^c in attempting Therefore because we know you arc 

V 0U that thoy cannot bo done , Thor , th0 v/ol f a ro of the people at 

erroneous but honest gcnolcucn, who ha ro pran.” Ridiculousl 

heert wo inploro you to adop^ a S ° 0 ^?: ‘ that "National Socialisn 
Because Hitler and Roosevelt just AS STALIN XO^KW THAT 

toMsK/oto a ooveSot op his REAL POLICY 1 ) 

in tho early pert of ^ Spanish Civilmr, 

n-nd tho P.O^tfcu, who iiacl stcvtc P° v !? * landowners because of (he 

handed tho 0 f%£% ^frs. This was accomplished with 

voryTittl^esist^oe^h the jnrt of the writers. 

So also in Russia because of ^““^“froiTthon^^ho^sistanoo in 
ors pernitted a *hto powor^t h ^ w as woak-taood and soui-o g 

« Tol^TT/^ o? fill hoadod loaders. 

r r. c3 t *rn^cd the wor her s 

Tri T 3 nsS ia we find that after the Stalinitcs ppara tus, the rc.sl a- 

state apparatus and substituted their own (just as the fighting eon 
fdtlftft nn tho part Pf_^c workcr_ 3 _in aw tf,R the Bolsheviks had 
V W? p ar t ol t fent ussian bosses was S rca ^ c ^ 1 .a. ar-rcvo lutionary organ; 
Sd power; the Connunist Party was a 00^0^0 officials ^ 
tho Soviets were rubber stamps in pjj woro firmly-conducted 

thn Kremlin; the Amy, Navy, Police, , clinina tod fron all say 

bv the now ruling class; tho " siblos’’ fron Moscow and Lonm¬ 

in industry and agriculture md ro^onsxbx a fam dlr 0 ctors. 

grad had hcon appointed as motor, mn ^ tQ 0 ^. 

With this state power, thc ^tial^i^ht^t^Shorit, investnents at 8/0 
ish wage differentials, partial rx^ht 1 land ^ toc# Tho^ jb- 

ri^ht to ovai and rent out ^ kc or t0 f 0 rn unions of their 

1 ?aV\nri the rifht of tho wor leers to ^nrrnlctclv# prohibited 

£SS»^«ssw?K.... 

bureaucracy bccano a ruling - • , . . - 

•» i.-i _ nfficinldon wh 1 eh cid-* 

' , B L^or^ 1 oT«fi^ 

‘various govemnont bureaus; oto.) 

By "Thernidorian Bureaucracy" Marxists have ncant too 

Sich is betraying tho revolution but prct.nd^to^^^ , t gp0Pl 

1 of that revolution, ^/hermdora l3 destroys the 

independently but in tho class ms 
revolution* 


it’. 
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Therefore, because the workers* state has boon d estroyod in Russia, 
it behooves the Marxists to stop speaking about a "(workers) bcaur- 
aucracy" the workers are not the ruling class. (If anyono speaks of 
a "buroaucra.cy " in Russia, he - must be jr epared to state for which 
class this "bureaucracy" is governing.) 

It behooves the Marxists to stop speaking about a "Thermidorian 
Bureaucracy" (i.c,, a bureaucracy in process of destroying a revolu¬ 
tion in the interest of a ruling class) because THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 

HAS BEEN DESTROYED*. (There is a bureaucracy in Russia-the arny df 

over S nil lion clerks and minor officials who administer for the' Russian 
ruling class) 

Likewise, Stalinism is not "reformism" or "social reformism". By 
reformism Marxists always have meant the political expression of 1 "the 
national capitalist class in the rcuiks of labor movement in its re¬ 
spective country as long a3 there is capitalist "democracy". Stalin¬ 
ism is not the political expression of the boss class in the rank 3 
of labor in Russia or any other country. It is the political agency 
of the Russian ruling class to maintain and extend their exploiting 
status. : 

9. Just as under capitalism there cannot bo one huge trust dominating 
the entire economic life of the nation (Economy would become inflex¬ 
ible, rigid; trusts cannot make their super-profits unless there arc 
smaller, cockroach capitalists ra king the smaller profit's and making 
the system flexible enough to function; the heads of the one-big 
trust would be too Isolated from industry to know its real needs and 
make it function, etc.), so also in Russia the ruling class cannot 
maintain nationalization of production under one contro.lizod group. 

Exploitation, maintenance of privileges, and individual incentive 
arc incompatible with the healthy dcvclopmen t of the nationalization 
of the means of prodaiction which would serve class incentive and 
betterment. 

The L.R.W.P. rejects the concept of state capitalism whether as one- 
big trust under capitalism or as■the compatibility of nationalization 
of economy and privileged status of the exp lei tors under''the Russian 
system. 

10. The Russian ruling class (top officialdom, technicians, richer 
peasants, officer corps, artists, writers, f. ctory and farm managers 
and directors, etc.) cannot maintain the status c;.uo because of the 
pressure of world-wide capitalist economy and the incompatibility cf 
the extension of their exploiting sto.tus and privileges and national¬ 
ization of production. They hybrid economy (money, surplus value, 
wage labor side by side with nationaliza.tion of production) cannot 
last. It has already reached a blind alley. 

The Ru.ssian ruling class is faced with two possible alternatives: 

1. A proletarian revolution restoring the dictatorship of the prole¬ 
tariat (equal wages, workers' control of production, attempts to make 
proletarian revolutions abroad, etc.)--mid who ov^r heard of a'ruling 
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class destroying itself, the few Stalinitcs who suggested this^alt¬ 
ernative were nurdcrod or imprisoned; 2. Restoration of classico.l 
commodity economy, i.o., capitalism, 

11. The Stalinist ruling class in order to maintain and extend their 
economic privileges must restore capitalism, .But they dare not jio 

so too quickly. First they must organize their internal economy fully 
for this stop. They must accumulate .capital. They must make sure 
that when the monopoly of foreign trade is lifted and.tin free mar¬ 
ket is established, the foroign imperialists with their cheap com¬ 
modities and capital will not force the Russian capitalists into a 
secondary role—the Stalinitc.ruling class docs not wish to become 
colonial or scni-colonial capitalists# 

12. However, it is entirely possible that the Russian ruling class 
faced with proletarian revolution in Russia, would open the gates to 
imperialism oven though they would bo forced into a.secondary role, 
(Half a capitalist loaf is better than the proletarian boot.) 

13. The L.R.W.P. wishes to emphasize that the Russian ruling class, 
is not a capitalist class as yet. There are diffcroncc3--Thc Russian 
exploiters do not own the mans of production directly as individuals 
the right to inherit property is only partially.restored; freedom of 
enterprise is even more sharply curtailed than in xascist countries; 
there is no "free" market in Russia* etc. 

The Russian exploiters arc a ruling class because they have a fixed 
relation to the means of production as exploiters of the vast majority 
of the Russian population. 

Those who realize that the Russian state is no longer a workers' 
state and yet refer to the Russian exploiters as bureaucracy or 
’’Thermidorian Bureaucracy”; "privileged stratum ; apparatus of car¬ 
eerist elements”; etc., and not as a ruling class must noc^ss..rily 
arrive at the non-Marxist position that in Russ leathero is a super 
class 1 * soc icty or a classless society# 

% 

14. This convention goes on record as being sharply opposed to any 
of the following concepts about the Russian ruling class: 

&. that in ease of a capitalist restoration in Russia, the 
majority of the Stalinist exploiters will bo eliminated by the 

now ruling class. . . 

b. that the Stalinists will not fight against proletarian 
revolution in Russia or any other country in the world as 
intransigent^/ as the "classical” capitalist countries. 

c. that the Stalinitc ruling class has followed the line o 
least resistance and have jumped this way and tna . 

d. that the Russian ruling class can play a progrou^iv x . 

The Russian ruling class is not governed by "whims" nor is it follow- 
ing the "lino of least resistance . Cool-planned, dclibc .. 'gt~l- 

by-step, restoration of capitalism determines the motions 
inites. And the Stalinitcs will bo the now ® 

unless imperialism reduces Russia to a colonial country or uni 
proletarian revolution occurs. 
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THL foreign-p-oL-io-y of the Russian ruling clcvSS^ qjid its,-tool tlac 
Comr.ran.ist International/ is two-fold: 1. prevent proletarian rev¬ 
olution (as they did in China in 1927, Germany in 1933, Spain’iff 1936- 
37., otc c )| 2, riake alliances with imperialist powers in an attempt 
tc prevent other inporialist nations frou ”r.iuscling in” oh thc Sta.1- 
in3 at-Russ tan . “preserves” •- — 

15, Russian economy was always subordinated to tho world narket and 
therefore participated not only in the picnicsanes3 of the war Id 
narket as a whole which is inevitable.under capitalism but also in the 
fluctuations of the economic cycle wpleh result fron it, 

”'Pl’annod” .economy in Russia Was always very, very limited. Planned 
ccononn^will be possible only when the 'majority /of the world, adopts a. 
collective oconony* ■ . • ' . . 

16» The convention affirms. *tiic ^amendments; to plenum resolution on 
wo.r adopted ,at the I.B. plenum hold Doc, 24-25, 1938 in N.Y.C. ”, 
(Published on pg.6 of.the Juno 28, 1939 prc-convcntioh bulletin). 

17, The convention urgos the second international convention of the 

L.B*W.R* to repudiate the'Russian resolution adopted by the first 
international.convention,May 1938, ..Tliis resolution has too many con¬ 
tradictions and omission's- We have pointed those'out in the USNB let¬ 
ter of March 25, 1939 to the CRB, . ’ ■, 

18, Wo condemn the ’’loyal soldier” oppositions in Russia, who failed 

to arouse the workers- to fight Stalinism before-it destroyed the 
workers’ state, ' ... 

19. Wo condom all working-class organizations, who -consider tho Russ¬ 
ian state. a workers.’, sta.to, ’’warped”, ’/degenerated”, or otherwise. 
These organizations give aid and comfort to tho Russian ruling class. 
Thebe organizations h,avc formed ’ and. will continue’to formulate many 
anti-working.-cic.ss. positions because of their false analysis of the 
Russian situation (nixed war position,' unconditional defense of Russia 
false analysis of the role of the Connimist International, etc., etc,) 

Those who teach that the Russian state is a workers’ state arc dis¬ 
crediting the Ida of proletarian seizure of power, the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, and socialism* 

20. Wo hp.il our fcllow-rovolutioni3ts in Russia, who arc fighting for 
tho social revolution* We do not condemn their economic sabotage 
against .the Sta.linist ruling class because wo rce.lizc that the mass 
political struggle is very, very difficult to organize.■ However, we 
wish to point out that in spite of all difficulties a revolutionary 
working-class' party -must be created if the-workers wish to achieve- 
liberation, 

* / ^ i "* •’ . ‘ •’ ' I ' ■ I J. ! ... V ~ 

One of the important tasks of the proletarian- internationalists work¬ 
ing to create tho 4th International is-to establish contact.withrear 
brothers in Russia (as well as Germany, Italy, Spain, etc.) -ana,to, 
aid them in every way possible, ■ 




I 
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21. The L.R.W.P. calls upon all workers' organizations. throughout. 
the world to demand that the Russian-ruling class pomit the Russian 
workers the right to form'unions of their own choosing, politico.l 
parties of their own choosing, free speech and free press for workers. 

Vfc call upon the workers' organizations thru-out the,world to demand 
the liberation of. all, \7orking-plnss political.'prisoners in Russia. 

22. The recent Russo-Gornan alliance we,s made for no progressive pur¬ 
pose. This alliance is nob merely a trade treaty but a political, 
military and economic alliance. The essential question io,r revolu¬ 
tionists i3 tho political a.spcct of this alliance. In^ofxcct (al¬ 
ready shown in the recent speeches of Molotov, Dimitrof and Browder) 
this*alliance places the German workers at tho disposal of the Ger¬ 
man Imperialists and their war alms. "The new lino of the Comintern 
is adopted to the needs of the Russian-German Bloc. In countrics^op- 
posod to the bloc, opposition to thc : attempts to block the aims of 
Germany and Russia has boon ordered under tho guise of revolution 
and "stop the imperialist war". The new line also hopes to a.ttra.ct 
and short circuit tho genuine anti-imperialist sentiment which is 
bound to arise. Where a real revolutionary situo.tion will exist, Sta.l 
inism will try to behead it—-they will hemm and haw while tnc hour 

to strike is at hand and then h unch a putsch (to prove to the work¬ 
ers wha.t "good revolutionists''' they arc) alter it is too late - • 

■ '* *• i * * t ■ - i : ■ ; t • i • • ■ - s • ■’ - • ■ r. ' ; • -y . > 

Furthermore this alliance is aimed at helping the Russian ruling c 
class to strengthen its military and economic position (by seizure 
of harbors, military positions, Polish Ukraine, Esthonia, etc.) and 
will help pavo the way for an early co.pitalist restoration* - ^ 

It ia also quite possible that the Russian ruling clans hopes oo re¬ 
main "neutral" as long a.s possible while the major European imperial¬ 
ists wear themselves out in a. war. The war would render the major 
imperialists prostro.tc for a long period* During this period the 
Russian ruling class would build up it3 economy to the point where it 
could restore capitalism without the danger of the big imperialists . 
forcing the Russian ruling cla.ss into a subordinate position in Russi 

To the above end, Russia will give Germany war supplies because Ger¬ 
many couldn't prosecute a war e.gainst France and Groat Britain with¬ 
out Russian economic aid. , 

This war is an Imperialist war in which tho workers .'of all lands 
stand to gain nothing including tho Russian workers. The fact that 
the Russian state apparatus is no longer in the hands of the workers, 
consequently also the control of the means of production and since 
tho present rulers have concluded an anti-working class alliance, mak¬ 
ing Russia an ally and supporter of the German Imperialist aims, dc-^ 
fines the duty of the Russian workers. The duty of the revolutionist, 
and workers in Russia as well- as in all countries involved in the war 
is to practice Leninist Revolutionary Defeatism as tlio first stop m 
the direction of turning tho imperialist war into a, civil war and 
establishing a Workers State. 
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23. Wc hold that the Russian. State Apparatus is a totalitarian 
s t at o app ar atu s. 

24. Wc go on record as being in favor of our international organ¬ 
isation dropping the use of the tern "Communist” to describe the 
collective society for which wo arc striving or to describe those 
liarxist-Loninists working for that society. 

Stalinisn has completely discredited this torn and wc should a.void 
it like a plague. 

25. This convention condemns the position of the Socia.1 Dcnocra.tic 
Pcdora.tion and the Socialist Party for claiming that Stalinisn is 
the logico.l culmination of Leninism. 


Stalinisn is the political a.gcncy of the Russia.n ruling cla.ss. 


Loninis;i is the theory a.nd pra.cticc of Marxism, in the epoch of 
Inpcria.lisn. Comrade Lenin .and his colloa.guos resurrected the 
teachings of Marx and Engels on the State; Leninism taught the 
workers how to achieve power (although Leninism didn't formulate 
the theory as to how to hold power in the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and how to spread the world revolution); Leninism 
taught us how the proletarian revolutionary organization should 
he organized and how it should function; Leninism taught us the 
real nature of imperialism. 


The L.R.W.P. chooses the teachings of Lenin, in spite of his 
mistakes. Wo reject the positions of the Social Dcmocratcs, 
have nothing to offer hut support of capitalist "democracy”, 
is the mother of fascism. 


.V. .Vr .V. .y, \ 'i Pr -y T .? g. -* 1 
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